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OHIO GOVERNOR STRICKLAND AND MAYORS RECOGNIZE

MAY AS MCS AWARENESS AND EDUCATION MONTH


Governor Ted Strickland urges all Ohioans “to support understanding, education, and research into the causes, treatment and prevention of multiple chemical sensitivity” in recognition of the devastating disability.  The Governor’s Letter of Recognition further states:  “People of all ages throughout Ohio and the world have developed multiple chemical sensitivity as a result of exposure to toxic chemicals and irritants in the environment resulting in conditions that cause deteriorating health.”

The Ohio Network for the Chemically Injured (ONFCI), a not for profit organization in existence for almost ten years, has annually sought and received the support of many Ohio mayors.  Mayors who have supported MCS Awareness include: Joseph W. Biddlecombe, City of Berea; Frank G. Jackson, City of Cleveland; Gary Starr, City of Middleburg Heights; Martin K. Zanotti, City of Parma Heights; and Dean De Piero, City of Parma.    


Those joining ONFCI’s efforts to educate include the Cuyahoga County Public Library (CCPL).  All 28 branches and the administrative office building will display the library’s MCS Awareness poster and the Governor’s Letter of Recognition.  Many branches will display related books and provide other information.  The main branch of Cleveland Public Library will have a display in their Science and Technology Department.

(more)

“People with MCS disability are typically denied safe access for medical care, are not given reasonable accommodations for their disability in the workplace, and are discriminated against by most people, including their families.” said Toni Temple, president of ONFCI.   In his Letter of Recognition, Governor Strickland said: “People with this condition deserve the same rights, respect, support and help allotted to other illnesses and disabilities.”

ONFCI’s past educational efforts have resulted in the creation of MCS hospital policy and nursing protocol at Southwest General Health Center in Middleburg Heights, and an MCS ad hoc committee at the U.S. Access Board where perfume-free policy for meetings is now protocol.  The Ohio Governor’s Council on People with Disabilities and the National Council on Independent Living (NCIL) have perfume free meetings in order to accommodate those who have been sensitized to chemicals.  

The National Institute of Building Sciences (NIBS), under contract with the U.S. Access Board, has been working on indoor environmental quality (IEQ) issues in order to determine how to make public buildings safer and more accessible for those with MCS and related disabilities.  Temple sits on some of those committees.  The IEQ report is available at http://ieq.nibs.org. 

For further information about ONFCI and its current educational and advocacy projects, please visit our website at www.ohionetwork.org .  Governor Strickland’s proclamation can be found at :   http://www.mcs-america.org/Ohio2007MCS.pdf        
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