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MDs/RNs TO LEARN HEALTH EFFECTS

FROM PESTICIDES


Physicians and nurses will have the opportunity to learn about the dangers of pesticides to human health when Leyla E. McCurdy, a chemist, toxicologist and the Director of the National Environmental Educational Training Foundation (NEETF) addresses medical professionals at Southwest General Health Center (SWGHC) on September 12, 2003.  NEETF is sponsored by the US Department of Health and Human Services, US EPA, US Department of Agriculture and US Department of Labor.  Dr. McCurdy will describe NEETF’s 10 year Pesticides Initiative for medical professionals, the initiative’s strategy, activities, educational competencies and practice skills.   The Pesticides Initiative will create the model to help identify exposures to other toxic chemicals as well.   

The Ohio Network for the Chemically Injured (ONFCI), a non-profit organization whose purpose is to educate about and advocate for those injured by chemical exposures, has been coordinating speakers in the area of environmental medicine for SWGHC’s Continuing Medical Education Activities.  Toni Temple, ONFCI’s president, said: “We are encouraged by the intensification of research and programs related to the identification and documentation of health effects from environmental exposures”.  It is (more)

crucial for the medical community to be aware of programs such as NEETF’s because so little is taught in the environmental medicine area in medical schools- about seven hours of study in over four years of medical training. (Acad Med.1996).

Continuing education credits are being given for the two presentations taking place on September 12, 2003 at SWGHC.  If you are a physician or a nurse, please contact the hospital’s medical education office at (440) 816-8736 or the nursing office at (440) 816-8723 for further information.  If you are a patient who suspects that exposures to pesticides or chemicals may be harming you, please encourage your physician to attend.


For further information about ONFCI and its other activities, please contact (440) 845-1888 or write to P.O. Box 29290, Parma, Ohio 44129.
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