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                                             FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
HEALTH HAZARDS OF EVERYDAY PRODUCTS/CHEMICALS
     SUBJECT OF ONFCI’S “PREVENTION CONVENTION”
AT PLAYHOUSE SQUARE’S STATE THEATRE AUGUST 15th 
Cleveland – Sick and don’t know why?  Medical studies have determined that at least 200 conditions/diseases, including cancer, Parkinson’s, diabetes, developmental disabilities and children’s learning disabilities can be linked to environmental chemicals, reports Toni Temple, President of the Ohio Network for the Chemically Injured (ONFCI).
In response, Temple and the ONFCI have organized the first-of-its-kind “PREVENTION CONVENTION,” to be presented at Playhouse Square Center SUN., August 15th .  The day-long (9am-5pm) event, open to the public, will feature: presentations by prominent medical and environmental experts on topics ranging from nutrition, black mold, pesticides, air quality and hazards of commonly used chemicals, followed by audience question-&-answer sessions; lobby exhibits offering safer choices for household and personal care products; free samples and drawings.
“Too often we treat only disease symptoms without acting on the causes,” notes Temple, whose own health has been acutely affected by severe chemical exposures.  “The cause for a condition can be as simple as cleaning products, pesticides and other chemically-based items used daily inside and outside our homes.  PREVENTION CONVENTION will help educate people who strive to remain healthy, so they may make smarter choices for the health of their families, unborn children and pets.”
PREVENTION CONVENTION not only addresses everyday “prevention,” but provides information and alternatives to people already diagnosed as chemically injured or sensitive.  PREVENTION CONVENTION will also be the site for the world-debut of the ProtectoZone: the prototype of a portable environmental enclosure designed to protect chemically-sensitive people in such public spaces as classrooms, theaters/arenas, churches, etc. 
                                               (cont.)                                    
                                                                                  Prevention Convention cont.
A list of the 10-plus speakers (physicians and environmental experts), their topics and times of each session will be listed in a later release.  
(**Continuing Medical Education credits available:  Southwest General Health Center is accredited by the Ohio State Medical Association to sponsor Continuing Medical Education activities for physicians, and designates the Mold, Pesticides and Nutrition/Cancer activities a .5 category 1 credit toward the AMA Physicians’ Recognition Award.   SWGHC is also approved to provide an equal amount of continuing education credits for nurses by the Ohio Nurses Association.  Each physician and nurse may claim only those hours of credit that he/she actually spends in the educational activity.)
Although the admission ticket for the PREVENTION CONVENTION is an all-day pass (good for all events from 9 am – 5 pm), guests may also arrive at any time and select which sessions they wish to attend. 
THIS WILL BE A FRAGRANCE-FREE EVENT in consideration to those whose health is compromised by perfume exposure.  Food and beverages for purchase will be available throughout the day, and will include organic choices.
TICKETS:  $6.00 All Day-All Sessions; (Seniors & Students: $4.00); on sale NOW at the Playhouse Square Ticket Office; online at playhousesquare.com or by phone at 216-241-6000 or 800-766-6048.  Tickets will also be available after July 1st at all Heinen’s Supermarkets and at the Mustard Seed and Markets in Solon and Montrose. 

             (For group rates call ONFCI at: 440-845-1888.)

(ONFCI was established in the early ‘90s, incorporated as a not-for-profit organization in 1999.  The group’s purpose is twofold: to educate the public about the harm that can accrue from commonly used chemicals, and to act as an advocate for people who have suffered chemical injury.)

OUR SPONSORS: Ohio Developmental Disabilities Council; ADA-OHIO; The Center for Community Solutions;  The Mt. Sinai Health Care Foundation; Cuyahoga County Board of Mental Retardation & Developmental Disabilities; Southwest General Health Center; National Institute of Building Sciences; Ohio Statewide Independent Living Council; Children’s Health Environmental Coalition (CHEC); NEEDS; Services for Independent Living (SIL); Linking Employment, Abilities & Potential; Mustard Seed Market & Café; Heinen’s; Buckeye Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America; Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland; Third Federal Savings and Loan Association of Cleveland; Environmental Health Watch; First Energy; Maximum Independent Living;  Earth Day Coalition; Morrow Control; Ohio Rehabilitation Services Commission; The Janice Corporation
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