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NUMBER OF UNTESTED CHEMICALS 

THEME OF CONTEST AT EARTHFEST 

Two well-informed prize-winners guessed the exact number of chemicals we live with that have never been tested for safety.  Susan Schrader, Valley City and Debbie Palen, Cleveland, tied for first place with their answer of 72,000 chemicals in the contest sponsored by the Ohio Network for the Chemically Injured (ONFCI) at EarthFest 2003 held at the Cleveland Metroparks Zoo on Sunday, April 13th.  Second and third runners up were Connor Gibson of Westlake (71,543) and Christine Turk of Parma (72,800).  Connor, a student, credited his teacher who had recently covered the topic in one of his classes.  Prizes included gift certificates from LifeWorks at Southwest General Health Center, Middleburg Hts. and Hobart’s Health Foods in Parma.

Toni Temple, ONFCI President, said  “It’s encouraging that most of the guesses were clustered at the high end of the range.  This means that many people are becoming more aware of the problem”.   Approximately 90% of the chemicals placed on the market have not been tested for health effects according to EPA statistics published by the Children’s Health Environmental Coalition.  “Recent 2003 studies by the Centers for Disease Control, Second National Report on Human Exposure to Environmental Chemicals, document that children’s blood levels were higher than adults and that they were most affected by pesticide exposures.”  said Temple.

ONFCI is a non-profit organization providing advocacy and support for those with the disability of Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS) and related disorders.  The organization’s purpose is to create awareness and educate the community about health problems that affect thousands and are caused by low-level exposures to everyday chemicals in our environment and food.

To join ONFCI’s efforts and/or for further information contact ONFCI at Box 29290, Parma, OH 44129 or  (440) 845-1888.  Visit our temporary website at www.gplcorp.com  (under ONFCI tab).
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