NEWS   FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ohio Network for the Chemically Injured
 
For further information contact:  Toni Temple (440) 845-1888 

 
 
ONFCI PRESIDENT INVITED TO PARTICIPATE WITH

ACCESS BOARD’S AD HOC COMMITTEE ON MCS

 
Cleveland, Ohio…….Toni Temple,  founder and president of the Ohio Network for the Chemically Injured (ONFCI)  and a nationally recognized expert and leader concerning Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS) has been invited to participate with the national Architectural and Transportation Barriers Compliance Board’s ad hoc committee which will be addressing MCS issues and accommodation.  Ms. Temple’s invitation came in recognition of her exhaustive efforts with the ACCESS Board on behalf of individuals who experience the disability of MCS.

Ms.Temple’s and ONFCI’s networking efforts led to a groundswell of written communication to the Access Board regarding the necessity of providing guidance concerning MCS accommodation.  The ACCESS Board reported that 25% of all written responses concerning modification to the Americans with Disabilities Act Access Guidelines concerned MCS related issues.  In addition to Ms. Temple, several other nationally recognized MCS leaders were asked to participate in discussions with the Access Board’s ad hoc committee on MCS. 

 

The Access Board’s plan of action includes a new Board policy to promote fragrance-free environments and hotel procedures requesting the removal of fragrance emitting devices from meeting rooms and adjoining restrooms and refraining from any remodeling activities (e.g.) painting, wallpapering, carpet shampooing or application of pesticides prior to board meetings.  This policy demonstrates the Access Board’s emerging awareness concerning the legitimacy and seriousness of MCS accommodation needs.  For more information about the Access Board’s Policy,  please see their website page at  http://www.access-board.gov/news/fragrance.htm .  For further information on MCS disability please contact ONFCI at (440) 845-1888 or send a SASE to P.O. Box 29290, Parma, Ohio 44129.
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