HEALTHIER HOSPITALS ON THE HORIZON CAMPAIGN
Ohio Network for the Chemically Injured

P.O. Box 29290
GOALS
Parma, Ohio 44129 (440) 845-1888
1.  Educate all hospitals in U.S. about accommodation of MCS disability

2. Educate all persons with MCS (as well as their family and friends) about their rights and access issues and show them how to educate their medical professionals and hospitals so that their medical needs are met.
3. Educate those who provide services and supplies to hospitals so that safer products will be utilized for health care.  This would include: food products and dietary needs, building and remodeling supplies, medical and pharmaceutical supplies, laundry, and cleaning and disinfection agents.
PLAN OF ACTION
Set aside one designated day to implement this program

Pledge to accomplish at least one or more of the suggestions listed below.  If you are physically unable to do so, please assign someone you know to assist you.

SUGGESTIONS FOR INDIVIDUALS     (Check one or more items you plan to accomplish)


     Write to the administrator and the patient representative/disability

coordinator at your hospital and let them know you have chemical sensitivity disability. Ask for their assistance in accommodating your medical needs in advance of any scheduled hospital visits or emergencies. (See enclosed packet for sample letters to hospitals.)


     Provide MCS educational materials to your physician(s) and hospital(s)

including a copy of the manual Healthier Hospitals.  (Local fundraising efforts and/or donations from family and friends can be utilized to purchase books for each hospital in your area.) Ask them to implement this information in their employee orientation programs, particularly the emergency room and admitting departments of hospitals.


     Contact professional groups such as physicians, nurses and medical

technicians as well as other health provider associations and request that MCS educational information be published in their newsletters and distributed at meetings.


     Arrange to speak personally to the above mentioned groups if you are able

(or ask your physician to do so).

Contact your local news media which would include television, radio, daily, weekly, environmental and other newspapers and ask them to publicize a special interest story about you as a person with MCS and your personal goals with the Healthier Hospitals on the Horizon Campaign (see enclosed sample news release).

  
___      Ask for the assistance of those you know (including special interest and disability groups, churches and the like) to support the Healthier Hospitals on the Horizon Campaign in their newsletters and activities.

__     Reproduce campaign materials, (i.e., copies of the news release, local newspaper clippings, "Healthier Hospitals" book order forms, etc.).  Ask your physician(s) and other health care providers for permission to place these items in their waiting rooms.

Post "Healthier Hospitals" book order forms and other campaign materials on bulletin boards or in information racks in health food stores, places of employment and other public areas.

___     Contact your local fire department and/or 911 emergency response team

and educate them as to your special needs as an MCS patient in order to ensure that you will be properly cared for enroute to the hospital.  Be sure to let them know if you have a hospital preference in a non-life threatening emergency.

___     Contact your state Governor's Council on Persons with Disabilities and

request their assistance concerning access, discrimination and employment issues in hospitals

___     Write to pharmaceutical and medical supplier companies and educate them

concerning your needs for safer pharmaceutical and medical supplies. (i.e., less toxic oxygen masks and tubing, medications without dyes, preservatives and artificial sweeteners, etc) Send a copy of this letter to your hospital.

___     Ask your hospital to educate others by printing information about MCS

(and the Healthier Hospitals on the Horizon Campaign) in their hospital newsletters. (They can also do a personal interest story about you).

__     Ask friends and relatives in other cities to educate their hospitals.

SUGGESTIONS FOR SUPPORT GROUPS
___     Duplicate campaign materials and distribute to all of your members.

___     Provide letter-writing and other assistance to your members so that they

may participate in the campaign

___     Publish information about the Healthier Hospitals on the Horizon Campaign in your newsletters and make announcements at support group meetings.

___     Request donations to purchase Healthier Hospitals books for hospitals in

your area and send a cover letter to the hospital with a listing of all those who made contributions to purchase the book(s).

Furnish news releases and provide interviews to all media contacts and follow other suggestions listed above as applicable.

___     Educate your members in ways they can educate their hospitals. Show

them that we can make a difference if we all work together. Create a positive environment and attitude towards accomplishing our goals. Teach self-responsibility and create win-win situations.

___     Create a "Hospital Task-Force Committee" and have members report their

activities and accomplishments to the committee. This committee will be responsible for reporting this information to the National Coalition for the Chemically Injured (NCCI). {What works as well as what does not work}

__     Initiate letter-writing campaigns to insurance companies, Medicare, Workers Compensation Boards, and state and federal senators and representatives educating them as to our special medical needs and the consequences of being cared for inadequately and improperly.

book.

__ Request local book and health food stores to sell the Healthier Hospitals book

